Mini Angus Now On MaRket
https://www.farmshow.com/a_article_print.php?aid=9151
Here's a new mini cattle breed that joins other popular mini breeds that have caught on in recent years Herefords, Brahmas and Dexters.
The first Loala miniature Anguses from Australia began arriving in North America last summer. At this point,
only a handful of the cattle have entered the U.S. and Canada.
Neil Effertz showed off his cow, Pippa, at the recent
Farm Progress Show at Amana, Iowa. At the time, she was
the only miniature Angus in the U. S.
The breed was developed through a public research
project by animal scientists at the Trangie Agricultural
Research Center in Australia," Effertz told FARM SHOW.
"Once the cattle reached private hands, the way was cleared
for exportation. There are only seven Loalas in all of North
America, but we expect to increase numbers rapidly through
an aggressive embryo transfer program.
We think Loalas are the breed of the future. For
example, they thrive on limited feed intake and produce halfsize cuts of lean, flavorful, well-marbled beef, the same as
regular Anguses. Cows wean a 250 to 300-lb. calf and steers
reach market weight of 750 lbs. at 15 months on about 1/3 the
feed costs of regular Anguses, and with very lean (1/4-in.
backfat) carcasses.
They're fast-maturing, with three-year-old cows
consistently averaging 700 lbs. in weight and equivalent age
bulls weighing 900 lbs. Height at the shoulder is 36 to 41 in.
and 38 to 45 in., respectively.
"Loala cows calve easily and losses are extremely
rare. Birthweight of the vigorous, healthy calves is usually
around 40 lbs."
Effertz's company, American Loala Management
(ALM), plans to market embryos from the first calves born in
the U.S. Females flushed in Australia and New Zealand have Loala miniature Anguses: Mature cows stand
been producing 6 to 10 embryos per flush and can be flushed only 36 to 41 in. high at the shoulder while bulls
as often as every six weeks. ALM expects embryos to sell for stand 38 to 45 in. Cows average 700 lbs. and
around $3,000, while impregnated recipients sell for around
bulls 900 lbs.
$15,000.
The company says it has already established a market
for Loala meat, as has a Canadian importer of mini Angus
embryos, Blue Ridge Lowlines of Mayerthorpe, Alberta.
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For information on other mini cattle breeds, including
Herefords, Dexters and Brahmas, contact: Miniature Cattle
Breeds Registry Inc., 25204 156th Ave. SE., Kent, Wash.
98042 (ph 206 631-1986).

Photo above shows mini Hereford breed.
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